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Preliminary study of biodiversity in Iranian toothcarps

Yazdan Keivany and Nassrollah M. Soofiani

Department of Fisheries, Faculty of Natural Resources, Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran,
84154

One genus of toothcarps consisting of five species from Karon,
Persian Gulf, Tigris, Kor, and Hormuzgan basins has been recognized in
Iran. Besides, there are some unvalidated species from other basins and some
populations from other regions of Iran that their taxonomic status is not clear.
Thus, solving the position of these populations and nominal species is of
particular importance. The main goals of this study is to collect specimens of
all the species and their populations, to estimate their distribution and
biodiversity in the country, and to solve their taxonomic status. Sofar, four
species, Aphanius sophiae, A. vladykovi, A. persicus, and A. punctatus have
been collectted and studied.

Key words: Toothcarp, Aphanius, Karon river, Iran.

30



